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MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office 
is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08. It is respectfully requested 
that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that 
the references be made of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent 
to issue therefrom. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a first Office 
Action on the merits as far as is known to the undersigned (37 CFR 1 .97(b)(3)). 

Applicant has not submitted copies of each cited U.S. patent and U.S. patent application 
as required by 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2)(i), amended October 2004, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office has waived this requirement for all U.S. patent applications. Applicant submits herewith 
copies of foreign and non-patents in accordance with 37 CFR 1, 98(a)(2). 
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Dear Sir: 



Application No.: 10/824957 Docket No.: 10884-00023-US 

An English language abstract and partial translation of the following published Japanese 
applications is provided: JP 01-143827, JP 05-43471, JP 09-25228, JP 2001-39863, and JP 
2003-299714. 

A partial translation of the following published applications is provided: JP 2005-1 12849 
and JP 2005-508359. 

WO 01/03677 is an English language counterpart of JP 2003-504326. U.S. Patents 
6,340,473 and 6,582,727 also appear to be counterparts of WO 01/03677. 

US 2005/0037064 is an English language counterpart of JP 2005-513255. 

WO 03/035044 is a counterpart of JP 2005-508359. WO 03/035044 is in the German 
language, but contains an English language abstract on the front page. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information 
as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 1 .97(h), the filing of this 
Information Disclosure statement shall not be construed to be an admission that any patent, 
publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art" for this invention unless 
specifically designated as such. 

It is submitted that the Information Disclosure Statement is in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.98 and the Examiner is respectfiilly requested to consider the listed references. 

The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be 
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Application No.: 10/824957 Docket No.: 10884-00023-US 

filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this 
application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 03-2775, under Order No. 10884-00016- 
US. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Dated: Aujaa:^ lAf^d& RespectfiiUy submitted. 




By( 

Liza D. Ffbhenschutz 

Registration No.: 33,712 
CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 
1007 North Orange Street 
P.O. Box 2207 

Wilmington, Delaware 19899 
(302) 658-9141 
(302) 658-5614 (Fax) 
Attomey for Applicant 
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^EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in confonnance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In confomiance and not 
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